50                                              CHILDREN OF THE PEOPLE
CHILD TRAINING: NAVAHO STYLE
How are Navaho children taught what to do and what not to do?
How do The People induce their children to subordinate their im-
pulses to the expectations of others ?
THE GENERAL PATTERN
Some patterns of good behavior are carefully verbalized. When
the whole family gathers round the fire at night (particularly in the
winter) while one or more of the elders recites a myth or a folk tale
or an anecdote of his parents or grandparents, the narrator or any
older person present will take occasion to point the moral for daily
life. Children are expected not only to be present but to listen at-
tentively. One boy in his teens said, "If I went to sleep, my grand-
father would pull my hair and shake my head. I had to listen to
those stories." That this is a systematic program is indicated by the
fact that when one asks adults about the activities of children, they
have a standard reply: "In the daytime they play, but at night they
listen when the old people tell their stories."
Other types of positive instruction will be considered presently,
but let us now see how Navahos eliminate behavior or habits which
are considered objectionable. Reality training is important as it must
be among all peoples who survive. The following anecdote, with
some substitutions in content, has a very familiar ring to whites.
My mother came out of the hogan, and at that moment the coyote
caught the puppy and carried him off. Then I cried more than ever, and
my mother was going after the coyote as hard as she could, screaming
and hollering running. She was gone quite awhile. When she came back
she said, "I couldn't find the puppy anywhere. The coyote has carried
him away. . . . It's your own fault. I told you not to go far from the
hogan. You've given the coyote your puppy. If you'd minded me you'd
have your little dog with you right now. If it hadn't been for the puppy
the coyote would have gotten you and carried you away. You mustn't go
far away; you must stay close to the hogan all the time, because you know
coyotes are around here. If you go far from the hogan he'll get you and
carry you away." 3
Notice, however, that the mother does not say that the little boy
was **bad" because he was disobedient. She points out to him what
* For source, see p. 267.